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Preface

It was in 1863 when Rudolf Virchow hypothesized in thirty published lectures on “Die 
krankhaften Geschwülste” that the origin of cancer was at sites of chronic inflammation. 
Tumors in liver and gut seem to originate particularly often from persistent viral infection or 
other chronic inflammatory disorders. In particular, chronic Hepatitis B and C may cause  
hepatocellular carcinoma and colon cancer develops more frequently in patients with  
inflammatory bowel disease. Pro-inflammatory cytokines such as TNF and IL-6 may destroy 
tissue thereby maintaining chronic inflammation. In addition, they could act as survival factors 
and induce angiogenic factors and growth factors critical for regeneration and wound  
healing. If concomitant mutations and gene amplifications cannot be repaired, these  
mechanisms of inflammation and regulation of inflammation favor development and growth 
of a tumor. Pro-inflammatory cytokines also induce chemokines that may attract regulatory 
T cells (Tregs) or tumor-associated macrophages (TAMs) into the tumor. Increasing knowledge 
of the mechanisms connecting chronic inflammation to tumorigenesis and tumor progression 
might have implications for prevention and treatment of cancer. A good example is the  
proteasome inhibitor bortezomib, which has been approved for cancer treatment and  
prevents activation of the transcription factor NF-κB, which is common in inflammatory  
pathways.
We are very happy to welcome selected experts in the fields of viral hepatitis, cytokine  
signalling, immune regulation and tumorigenesis in the gastrointestinal tract to the Falk 
Workshop on “Inflammation & Cancer”. Under the guidance of competent chairmen you 
will have the opportunity to discuss these important topics.
We are looking forward to welcoming you in Hamburg.

Prof. Dr. Gisa Tiegs Prof. Dr. Ansgar Lohse
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 Falk Workshop

Infl ammation & Cancer 

Medical Center
Hamburg-Eppendorf
Germany

The 28th Annual Meeting of the 
German Association for the 
Study of the Liver will follow 
the Falk Workshop:
January 27, 12.30 to
January 28, 11.00 h

Scientifi c Organization:
Ansgar W. Lohse, Hamburg
Robert Thimme, Freiburg
Gisa Tiegs, Hamburg 
Christian Trautwein, Aachen  

Congress Venue:
Medical Center
Hamburg-Eppendorf
Institute of Anatomy – Lecture Hall
Martinistr. 52
20246 Hamburg
Germany

Information:
Prof. Dr. Gisa Tiegs
Experimental Immunology
Medical Center Eppendorf
Martinistr. 52
20246 Hamburg
Germany
Telephone:  +49 (0) 40 / 7410 - 58731
Telefax:  +49 (0) 40 / 7410 - 57150
E-mail: j.hoffmann@uke.de

Offi cial Language:
English

Call for Posters:
A poster session will take place.
For details see page 9

Publication date of fi nal program:
January 2012

The fi nal program will be available on the 
homepage www.falkfoundation.org one 
week before.
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Thursday, January 26, 2012

12.00 Welcome lunch

12.30 Welcome G. Tiegs, 
  Hamburg

 Session I 
 Viral Hepatitis 
 Chair: R. Bartenschlager, Heidelberg; U. Protzer, Munich 

12.40 Hepatitis B/C and HCC M. Levrero,  
  Rome

13.00 Hepatitis C and HCC  R. Bartenschlager,  
  Heidelberg

13.20 Lymphotoxin-ß and HCC  M. Heikenwälder,  
  Neuherberg

13.40 Discussion

 Session II 
 Immunology
 Chair: A. Lohse, Hamburg; R. Thimme, Freiburg

14.00 Tumour associated macrophages (TAM) A. Sica,  
 and intestinal cancer Rozzano

14.20 Inflammatory bowel disease, regulatory T cells M. F. Neurath, 
 and intestinal cancer Erlangen

14.40 Regulatory T cells and HCC T. Greten,  
  Bethesda

15.00 Adaptive immune responses against hepatocellular R. Thimme,  
 carcinoma Freiburg

15.20 Discussion

15.40 Coffee break with poster session
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Thursday, January 26, 2012

 Session III 
 Cytokines and intracellular signalling
 Chair: G. Ramadori, Göttingen; S. Rose-John, Kiel

16.20 NF-κB signalling in intestinal/hepatic inflammation R. Beyaert,  
 and cancer Gent

16.40 Role of NF-κB s  H. Alguel, 
  Munich

17.00 Interleukin-6 trans-signalling and colonic cancer associated S. Rose-John,  
 with inflammatory bowel disease Kiel

17.20 TNF signalling and HCC T. Luedde,  
  Aachen

17.40 Adipokines and HCC  H. Tilg,  
  Hall

18.00 Discussion 

18.20 End of afternoon session
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Friday, January 27, 2012

 Session IV 
 Growth factors and regeneration
 Chair: F. Lammert, Homburg; C. Trautwein, Aachen

19.00 Accelerated carcinogenesis following liver regeneration E. Galun,  
  Jerusalem

19.20 TGFß in onset and progression of HCC S. Dooley, 
  Mannheim

19.40 Growth factors and HCC M. A. Avila,  
  Pamplona

10.00 Liver stem cells and HCC T. Roskams,  
  Leuven

10.20 Discussion

10.40 Farewell 

11.00 Farewell lunch 

12.30 Opening of the Annual Meeting of the GASL 
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Poster Session
Posters will be exhibited on January 26–27, 2012, at the Medical Center Eppendorf.
The authors will be in attendance during coffee and lunch breaks on both days.

Call for posters
Please submit your poster abstract before October 31, 2011. Only one-page  
abstracts not exceeding 250 words, written in English and saved in Microsoft Word 
format will be accepted.

Abstracts must be submitted via our Internet Abstract Submission System  
(http://www.falkfoundation.com/poster) where further information regarding the 
submission format and the submission process is available.

The abstracts will be selected by the scientific organizers, preference being given to 
those thematically related to one of the sessions of the program.

The accepted abstracts will be printed and distributed to the participants of the  
congress together with the documents of the meeting.

The authors will receive notification about acceptance and further instructions in 
November 2011.

Contact address for further information on the poster session:

Falk Foundation e.V.
P.O. Box 6529
79041 Freiburg/Germany
Telephone: +49 (0) 761 / 15 14 - 0
Telefax: +49 (0) 761 / 15 14 - 359
Web address for submitting poster abstracts:
http://www.falkfoundation.com/poster

The first author of an accepted poster will receive a travel grant of  200.
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List of Speakers, Moderators and 
Scientific Organizers

PD Dr. Hana Algül
Innere Medizin II
Klinikum rechts der Isar
der Technischen Universität
Ismaninger Str. 22
81675 München
Germany
hana.alguel@lrz.tu-muenchen.de

Dr. Matías A. Avila
Clinica Universitaria Pamplona
Terapia Génica y Hepatologia
CIMA
Avda. Pio XII 55
31008 Pamplona
Spain
maavila@unav.es

Prof. Dr. Ralf Bartenschlager
Molekulare Virologie
Universitätsklinikum Heidelberg
Im Neuenheimer Feld 324
69120 Heidelberg
Germany
ralf.bartenschlager@med.uni-heidelberg.de

Prof. Dr. Rudi Beyaert
VIB Department for Molecular
Biomedical Research, UGent
VIB Research Building FSVM
Technologiepark 927
9052 Gent
Belgium
rudi.beyaert@dmbr.vib-ugent.be

Prof. Dr. Steven Dooley
II. Medizin. Klinik
UMM Universitätsmedizin Mannheim
Universitätsklinikum Mannheim
Theodor-Kutzer-Ufer 1-3
68167 Mannheim
Germany
steven.dooley@medma.uni-heidelberg.de

Prof. Dr. Eithan Galun
Hadassah University Hospital
Ein Kerem
Goldyne Savad Institute
of Gene Therapy
P. O. Box 12000
91 120 Jerusalem
Israel
eithang@hadassah.org.il

Prof. Tim Greten
Professor of Medicine
National Cancer Institute, NIH
Gastrointestinal Cancer Section
Med. Oncology, Bldg.10/Rm 12N226
9000 Rockville Pike
Bethesda MD 20892
USA
gretentf@mail.nih.gov

Prof. Dr. Mathias Heikenwälder
Virologie
Helmholtz Zentrum München
Ingolstädter Landstr. 1
85764 Neuherberg
Germany
heikenwaelder@helmholtz-muenchen.de

Prof. Dr. Frank Lammert
Klinik für Innere Medizin II
Universitätsklinikum
des Saarlandes
Kirrberger Str.
66424 Homburg
Germany
frank.lammert@uks.eu

Dr. Massimo Levrero
Sapienza Università di Roma
Policlinico Umberto I
I Clinica Medica
00161 Rome
Italy
massimo.levrero@uniroma1.it
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Prof. Dr. Ansgar W. Lohse
Medizinische Klinik I
Universitätsklinikum Eppendorf
Martinistr. 52
20251 Hamburg
Germany
alohse@uke.de

PD Dr. Tom Lüdde
Medizinische Klinik III
Universitätsklinikum Aachen
Pauwelsstr. 30
52074 Aachen
Germany
tluedde@ukaachen.de

Prof. Dr. Markus F. Neurath
Medizinische Klinik 1
Universitätsklinikum
Erlangen-Nürnberg
Ulmenweg 18
91054 Erlangen
Germany
markus.neurath@uk-erlangen.de

Prof. Dr. Ulrike Protzer
Virologie
Technische Universität München
Trogerstr. 30
81675 München
Germany
protzer@tum.de

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Giuliano Ramadori
Gastroenterologie
Universitätskliniken Göttingen
Robert-Koch-Str. 40
37075 Göttingen
Germany
gramado@med.uni-goettingen.de

Prof. Dr. Stefan Rose-John
Biochemie
Universität Schleswig-Holstein
Campus Kiel
Olshausenstr. 40
24118 Kiel
Germany
rosejohn@biochem.uni-kiel.de

Prof. Dr. Tania Roskams
Department of Pathology
University Hospital St. Rafael
Catholic University of Leuven
Minderbroederstraat 12
3000 Leuven
Belgium
tania.roskams@uzleuven.be

Prof. Dr. Antonio Sica
Istituto Clinico Humanitas IRCCS
Via Manzoni, 56
20089 Rozzano
Italy
antonio.sica@humanitas.it

Prof. Dr. Robert Thimme
Innere Medizin II
Universitätsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55
79106 Freiburg
Germany
robert.thimme@uniklinik-freiburg.de

Prof. Dr. Gisa Tiegs
Experimentelle Immunologie
Universitätsklinikum Eppendorf
Martinistr. 52
20251 Hamburg
Germany
g.tiegs@uke.de

Prof. Dr. Herbert Tilg
Interne Abteilung
Landeskrankenhaus Hall i. T.
Milserstr. 10
6060 Hall / Tirol
Austria
herbert.tilg@i-med.ac.at

Prof. Dr. Christian Trautwein
Medizinische Klinik III
Universitätsklinikum Aachen
Pauwelsstr. 30
52074 Aachen
Germany
ctrautwein@ukaachen.de
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General Information
Prior to the opening of the congress in Hamburg

Falk Foundation e. V. Telephone: +49 (0) 761 / 15 14 - 0
Congress Division Telefax: +49 (0) 761 / 15 14 - 359
Leinenweberstr. 5 E-mail: symposia@falkfoundation.de
P.O. Box 6529
79041 Freiburg/Br. (Germany)

Congress Office
During the  Falk Workshop

University Hospital Eppendorf Telephone: +49 (0) 40 / 7410 53582
Martinistrasse 52
20246 Hamburg
Germany

Opening Hours:
Thursday, January 26, 2012 10.00 – 18.20 h
Friday, January 27, 2012 8.30 – 12.00 h

Congress Fees
The participation at the Falk Workshop is free of charge, however registration is 
mandatory.

Refreshments during coffee breaks and lunches on January 26 and 27, dinner on 
January 26 and a copy of the abstract volume of the Workshop are free of charge.
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Registration
Congress registrations must reach the Falk Foundation e.V. by December 31, 2011 
at the latest.

After receipt of registration form, each participant will be provided with confirmation 
of his registration. On presentation of this confirmation at the Congress Office in 
Hamburg participants will receive the congress folder containing name badges,  
admission tickets and the abstract volume.

All participants will receive a written confirmation of attendance and CME credits at 
the end of the meeting.

Admission to Scientific Events
For admission to scientific events your name badge should be clearly visible.

Hotel Accommodation
www.hotel.de    or    www.hrs.com

Airport
International Airport Hamburg
www.ham.airport.de

The 28th Annual Meeting of the German Association
for the Study of the Liver will take place immediately
following the Falk Workshop (January 27 and 28, 2012).





General Information:

FALK FOUNDATION e.V.
Leinenweberstr. 5
79108 Freiburg
Germany

Congress Division
Telephone: +49 (0) 761/15 14-0
Telefax: +49 (0) 761/15 14-359
E-mail: symposia@falkfoundation.de
www.falkfoundation.org
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